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Highlights of Press Briefing 18 Sep, 2024

Shri K.C. Venugopal, MP and General Secretary (Org.), and Dr Abhishek
Manu Singhvi, MP (Rajya Sabha) and CWC Member, addressed the media at
AICC Hdgqgrs today.

Shri K.C. Venugopal said- Today, along with Abhishek Manu Singhvi Ji,

senior most Congress leader and the senior most lawyer of this country, we are
doing a press conference for an important issue.

For last 15 days, we are witnessing some conspiracy against Shri Rahul Gandhi.
On 11t Sep, 2024, first of all Mr. Tarvinder Singh Marwaha, he issued an
assassination threat against Leader of Opposition Shri Rahul Gandhi, where he

said-ugﬁrﬁzﬁmanm,aﬂﬁaﬂﬁmﬁrmﬁaﬂaﬁaﬁmm,
a’r?fﬂarc?ra?rmgam

On 16% Sep, 2024, Sanjay Gaikwad, MLA, Shinde Sena announced a bounty of
Rs. 11 lakh for anyone who will cut the tongue of Leader of Opposition Shri
Rahul Gandhi.

On 15% Sep, 2024, one Union Minister, MoS Shri Ravneet Bittu publicly told-

Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi is a number one terrorist in India.

Then UP Government Minister Raghuraj Singh, on 16t Sep itself, publicly said
that the Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi is a number one terrorist, day after
Shiv Sena MLA said- cash pay of Rs. 11 lakh for chopping of Congress Leader
Rahul Gandhi’s tongue.

BJP Rajya Sabha MP Anil Bonde said that Rahul Ji's tongue should be scalded,
what he said about the Leader of Opposition.

These statements are merely not statements, these are clearly a life threat to
Hon'ble Leader of Opposition, Rahul Gandhi. These happened from 11th Sep
onwards. All these statements were made within one week. Now one week is
over. We expected that the leadership of the BJP, Hon'ble Prime Minister and
Home Minister will correct these people and ask them to seek an apology on
this issue.



This is what we are expecting in a democratic country, but yesterday, Hon'ble
Congress President wrote a letter to the Prime Minister with the great concern.
After that letter also, Union MoS Mr. Bittu has given a statement, which is more
dangerous than earlier. What it means? For the last one week, the Prime
Minister and Home Minister and then Union Government is keeping silent.
These types of statements are being repeated. We think that this is a clear
conspiracy under the knowledge of Prime Minister and Home Minister. You
can see that.

Now, Shri Rahul Gandhi... the people of India like him very much, especially
poor people of India beyond caste and religion...

The BJP doesn’t like this type of popularity of Shri Rahul Gandhi at all, we can
understand, but, is this the way to react on this issue? You had withdrawn his
SPG protection. We, Congress Party, didn’t complain anything. Immediately
after the disqualification, within an hour, you told him to vacate the house, we

didn’t tell anything against that. A dlell el & HAT Tl We are

courageous.

You can see that, 4,000 kilometers from Kanyakumari to Kashmir, Rahul
Gandhi walked. Whether Modi can walk even 40 kilometers? In Kashmir, what
we had witnessed... one day in Pulwama, entire security forces were
withdrawn, still Shri Rahul Gandhi walked. We didn't have any fear
psychology, but we would like to know from the Government, “"What is your
game plan on Rahul Gandhi?’ Because you are inspiring your people, you are
motivating your people to attack Rahul Gandhi. Your leaders are making
everyday this type of statement. Your keeping silence means, you are inspiring
your people, you are motivating your people to attack Rahul Gandhi. We had
a very emotional past experience of Indira Ji and Rajiv Ji.

I think, entire Congress people are calling us, they are all quite emotional. The
people... we love and entire Indians love Rahul Gandhi... are also watching
this thing. These two statements of Rahul Gandhi, which they are narrating, are
totally bogus, totally false.

What Rahul Gandhi told in Washington about Sikh community; I am quoting
that- the fight is about... turning to a Sikh member of the audience, Gandhi
asked for his name and then said- the fight is about whether he as a Sikh, he is
going to be allowed to wear a turban in India or whether he, as a Sikh, will be
allowed to wear a ‘Kara’ in India or whether he as a Sikh, is allowed to go to a
Gurudwara... that is what the fight is about, and not just for him, but for all



religions. ‘But, not for him, but for all religions’ he is narrating the hatred
atmosphere of this country.

Now, they are making it as a anti Sikh statement! In the same way, he talked
about the reservation. Therefore, complete misleading statement they are
providing. On the basis of that misleading statement, they are making and
narrating you, and they are openly threatening Rahul Gandhi. Therefore, all
over India entire Congress people... thanks to INDIA leaders also, they are in
a reactive mode. If the Government of India does not control all these things,
we didn’t have any fear... we know how to save our leader, but the BJP has a
moral responsibility to react on these things.

This type of threatening, this type of life threat to Rahul Gandhi... Congress
Party is taking it in utmost serious manner. We are also thinking in the same
lane, our party workers are asking us, then we will also go to the BJP Ministers’

houses and BJP MLAs" houses and we will also do the same thing,.
Only one thing... [ am willing, whatever happened has happened. If they are

not controlling now, the future course of action, which is happening, we are not

responsible, BJP leadership will only be responsible for all these things.
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?-', qg fe@rar a' - BJP is a party in panic, these statements demonstrate that.

For the last decade every time Shri Rahul Gandhi has raised his voice on any
issue about a community, about fear mongering, about minorities... the BJP has
gone into panic mode. Look at the supreme irony and this they have done,
when Shri Rahul Gandhi raises his voice about SCs/STs/OBCs also. They have
only responded in one manner calling him ‘anti-national’, look at the supreme
irony of this. This irony is very-very funny, sad and ironical. Please, ask any
BJP person when those three black farmer laws were passed, what did the BJP
party say about the farming community.

The memes, the tweets, the abuses- the anti-national tirade against them, about
these very people, please check out the social media, check out the 2021-2022
period, you can’t hide it, and they are persons calling us ‘anti-national’! They
have said it about this whole community so many times and I would like to
throw a counter challenge to give me one example where the Hon'ble Prime
Minister and the hon'ble Home Minister intervened at that time, when their
chosen agents were abusing this very community or this very farming
community.

I think that democracy requires a democratic response. That democratic
response may be a little late in coming, but come it will... it will demonstrate
that BJP’s sinister strategy of threatening, of terrorising and trying to torment
Shri Rahul Gandhi Ji is going to make him more muscular and more-mighty. It
will show that this government, this ruling party is clearly instigating, inciting,
and igniting hatred. A terrible invitation to violence against a Constitutional
Leader of the Opposition, this is the tragedy of Indian democracy, it is of course
a tragedy of the ruling party, but above all It is a tragedy of the Indian
democracy.



And I would end by repeating that there may be a slight delay because of the
yantra, tantra which you are used to using, but let me assure these miscreants,
these people who don’t deserve to hold Constitutional positions that judgment
day is not far away.

Thank you!
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A Hehl HATTAT|

On another question, Shri K.C. Venugopal said- Basically, this... without
giving directions, spontaneous reaction already happened all over India.
Today, yesterday, all over India, state headquarters and even district
headquarters... our workers are agitating, they are in an agitative mode
Certainly, the concern of the Congress party will reflect in coming days.

On another question about the plan to take up this issue legally, Dr.
Abhishek Manu Singhvi said- Yeah, I have already partially answered this
question. You can take it that we are going to exercise all the legal options
available to us. We are not here at liberty to share with you the details- what,
when, how, where, but as I said- the process has even started since today
morning. It takes time no doubt and it will be invoking all those provisions
created for these offences, very serious nature of which is described and
reflected in these statements.

However, this does not mean what prevents the government of the day from
taking this action. That is the real issue, I am trying to say. It's a different
whether Venugopal or Singhvi will take it, that’s not the point. What is it, that
you are so polorising in this country that this government cannot take
cognizance through its police forces of such terrible acts and immediately put a
stop to them. That is the real issue for the country.

Sd/-

Secretary
Communication Deptt.
AICC



