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Highlights of Press Briefing 10 April, 2024

Dr Abhishek Manu Singhvi, MP and CWC Member, addressed the media
at AICC Hdgrs. today.

sio JAYF A AU ¥ TFRI A FNAT F@ gU Fer F O], gH
3T F5 TR HoPI-3HeldT Uge] Il & Tacdsd BUEHS & X #, S35 &
R H, FE Uge] T S § AR 3FH A vh-ve fog # AW g e
YR ¥ 33 A& ¥ ¥ AR @ry-wry W, el scane-scante veid
P T EICHY, U ITSE §a IWT § AR A1 5 g @ 10 ar 20
gfaerad Teeifcie 9ge] Tl 8 Bl &... 37 10 AT 20 gfAerd Tsifas
Ugel dTer AT F 99 Ui FH [uer F ey A § 3% T &
fa%eyr gid &1 T8 YR & qd doed alel &89 S &1 gol-acel giaT &,
T ST &, 95 g S &, 31a9%ey & od §, WA & o &1 R yeR @
ISNST-TRT T2 g1 & o # wm g muek RAeey| # 9 9R @ed &
3UH RN AH T A7ET AT, 109 IR 579 A TREAR g7 71297 § 396 e
e &l § al 3§ # $o Fedl § Uh-al s USSR A IR 3§F
g 7 9 fAe S § AR 3P 918 A IS g 6T § A g,
foraent 31 #gd &1 ¥ T Uge] 3% RR-ORRT §, I=-A= €, 379 S
HASTA 8, AT HHASA g o Th FleT da AT g Afchad Flel el gl
gIdT, 3Udic & I Iig g gA AT

39 & 37 Ge87 & ¢ 3 g & oA & [OAvg H NOH a1 FeAT
el g1 SeEeTG T Al-dles fahy Tha.... IR T A i aef @ &
‘é%afmﬂﬁﬂ;%wﬁ...ﬁmmﬁmaﬂmiﬁrﬁiﬁm
T TeH I TS Uahdd S| WTE OeTd HI UH Fedfas iR
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FAHAEST ${fAwT ot a1 yadsr Heenery ganrr sdeere & v # 3R
Ry &7 @ fordr 18, Fifh gora 31 @ Al 3R AT A qoAE &
TEel, IHAI A IR 2T M A1 & ggel AR T FHel-TET SHHT Gl rdl
g3 ¢ I & &G, 3TAAH A & AU gan, fad fAvw A A
ITIH FFEA §ST g

3TUAH ST o U g3 Ay e 3ras a@a 3@ §, 378 o gles
fohar foh QX1 ATHET g7 WIRST i 1 Eeall T 17 T H&g &9 J, dfehed
3Tl g GRR @ IRIT fRar arr ar & fgegEd & @y @ g 70
HORRT A €, AT i RE @ focd 81 38 F9 7 3TUaH SA-ed o
el Tgell & $IS 3THA & AT 8, §H Uil (pause) HId 81 gAY f&F 39
ST & & vade areT St 9T e, el |ifesdT dEd ), ar smaika &
¢ qE-fAuifa 3y w1, Sraer 9fee e FEd 8. O ITadd S aTey
o gl & AT FS 9Bk e @ Fgr B a SFeaT FE g ar 9© el
¥ R @ 81 59 S8 A7 A 3HH 4B HH BT Fher ¥ e 3egie
el foh PIg ShA ¢ &I AfCH IR Sl § dl ShHA SFH & Flefel al
A A Jada aT & g A o & A &, 3wy o 3T g
Sd & 3§ O # HUA ST ST, SHA HTd FHeTlelsh, HTell Th
Ffcad, Ttifds AMST & FROT, 70 RN & 3RS re@T-31e01 A
et & 3ieT, ATHA I deald A & T, I EgHAT a8 & favey
& YPR & IHRY S & v 3R A ¢FF & desdls SUAN &
IR W, A Yol e & @ a1 &)

dr 3Tadd AR o &el fF A S S & IMUR W oar 3T &
A8 Hehd, FO T, 4t fFan 3a¢ 31 w81 §, 3 df 3Taad Arred &l
FH AE § 56 W A &I Al 3T AT T § F W 0F a@ g
NST, 357 ATA 93 Swen o 41 61| g1 wa & 918 SeiEee |,
dAde¥ 2023 H... dF ¥ A I § g &1 o & e @om ar S35t
ﬁﬂﬂmlﬁﬁﬂqﬁtﬁﬁ%wm@uppet)mﬁ?mﬁﬁﬁmﬁ
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TFIde fhdm ST § gATd & ggd 3R AR 9T AdsX 2023 & AT &
AT Tgol T A1 R A foet A e Fed § aueida, ar 2019 ¥ 9
W gl 3N H1S 2019 & oo T g df 2023 & 39 47 38, F4 91 3R
sadt dast a0 H Read & a7 ¥ T g 39 Read @, @ I
ITadH ey F T v fear an

e ¥ .. 3R ¥ g A FAEAT A S A AT g S
ot & meft aRss Aanil o 33U HWOT 7 Tl 2,161 RS F WRE
T, 3 AR 70 J8T & FA) focd g gegd faca § 3R &8 sd
A... ¥ geon, e &a Aol g3m.. Ta-Ta o), -t ar ar 3R 371
U3 56 HF H, 3ol Taiisd a1 a12m, 358 qodrs #1978, 30 a3 ford
e, ¥ g9 F=47 e

39 A6 YE F S I T 3R T GO HUR § $hA S &1, S Ad g,
FTEE L. A F R gAY @ R, ToRfE @Y & sefT R
IEd & & IT-YHROL. S A FHgdr E: by hook or by crook, more by crook
orlessbyhookmwgﬁmﬂ'ﬁl mﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁf“ﬁmw
ST g dzal W omRa wee a8 3 sEer #Ed € ged
IrHIFgeeT | # T TRl IR A HAT AR MG S weren g3 ot
£8r & s o ST & IE O ofe.. & sEotiee oree ¥ Hel afeg
T 3T9H FALT IT ITAGH AT & FHLT TH o Feg a1 e @
IR IR o My A § A AN ifeger FE g FHNl T T F
FRWAT g Thd &, AT Fead & IRWT & FFa &, HT SFA SFH &
FRIUA & Fad g, 3T fhsafier & gF dha 2. difhed Fl dlfoger wal
gS 3R IR gl ar ¥ Ty a7l 3ma

aﬁtm&amﬁmﬁmﬁﬁhﬁﬁgg&nmmwﬁ;wm
T & FATTT # 3 FREFAIR Far ar g#e7 @ FA-Fi1e 39T
3T A% Toreifas @y, Tokifas ARy & arer arer.. fagar & &)
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3T T 2019 | 2023 F T SAAT 37, [SART THA Fgl H9=A... d 39T
Teh HT e HTOHA, Bes 3HEX e Y FT 81 FTREaR fan #mg
ST & & oY 3mEerY @urer § ar g9l Saer A &1 39 el @
IUFH 78 o Fha e v T s @ 39 W @ u=ar
WAET A T AT Usdl § .. T 6 gl gl Uk ASH Pl 391 T
g1 e, Fi-argifeh 3muer fremar a1 A% Ua-ifas eay ardr & |

IR T | et A A, A FlA- sPAHE, HaHHT IfE, BiFrcar &
AT, ar 3 ar S g AT DR, 3 IR-IT A g T F
PR &, H9 30F a6 o R o PRear frar &2 a7 787 -
Fifeh 3ToT 3T AT9H Tslelicleh ay & 39el Te HT WIPR & el ST
$3fsec] 8, 3T NS &1 S ShA SFW G TG T, TAHR! ITATH FAATTT
o e R 3 39 A $3sed & IRT aw w AT 97 @ L
Fifeh TR JTTRT 3T a1$ &1 A H et sEfIC o 7 § & Srad &
TFHG B T &7 g7 AR-alih €, T TR @ el T @S & WS
H STorRT A fORAT ST T@T §1 31 3PR 39 31a & $3H1Sec] AT Sl A
3T T ST SEAATT AT TNl T ¢ ¢ al 38H FH & &F Th d
afFd g ot Totafas cafad ar T e &1 ar fJuer &1 afed €7 e
Sclell §8T Tha... 2,161 FUS F. & AU HihsT theh 8T, 3TH Tah oY
IS LT §, Teh o fAATAr 81 § R

H 39l ST 37 AT AT T e 6 §H 38 JHR & 0Tt 1 F@erd
safow ¢t o § T & § swe sealeas ar # § a1 g ¢, oY Hear QT
gl ¥ 3HfoT &7 A § T@rera & ¥ v dquifaw, srufa.. s A
Aear &, Forew et a5l 3F FE A FifE AN A W g &
IE S H & A0 giar ¥, vk adsifas a1 caas Ao FE g awar
W 9 & [T, AfeheT 360 TR & AU TarqUIsT ad ¢ o 39T 3¢
AT AT, 3TIRT AR-URT T AT, A9 BfaTTAT (deviousness) & 3GTEI0T
Fa1 ¥ 3R sEfAT T 39S § 6 39 gHeT @1 Sv 3R 3 AT
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W &2 T AT & fF T v 3N grEar a1 oor uge] & 30 3 AT vao
fA3TaT T GEIART LT TST=A1fdeh HRUT |

Dr. Abhishek Manu Singhvi said- We have discussed with you from this
podium several facets of the misuse of the coalition partners of the BJP,
ruling party. The coalition partners include the ED, the IT, the CBI, etc. You
have heard about cases where in the 20 or the 15 per cent cases which are
political, 99 per cent are about the Opposition. What they have fooled you

on is saying 31 80 per cent cases are not political... we are not talking about

a case against a businessman, we are not talking about a case against an
individual officer, we are talking about the 20 per cent which have political
flavour... 99 per cent of the 20 per cent involve political opponents... why?

The second facet you have seen that people who have long-pending cases,
advanced stages of cases.... they suddenly go through that well-known...
not a washing machine, it is a cliched phrase... now it’s a laundry factory.
They go through a laundry factory and that case suddenly stops; the case
suddenly does not go on... it gets closed.

The third facet you have seen is that a person gives eight statements where
he does not name any of you, then he is arrested... then suddenly in ninth
statement, he takes a few sentences about you... under arrest... and after a
few weeks, he gets bail. The law officer says - we don’t oppose bail, he has
back pain. And then after that, he gets an approvership and a pardonship.
These are facets you know about.

Today, I am discussing a related facet regarding Chhattisgarh, just to
underline and emphasis on a new peg which happened yesterday in the
Supreme Court - how unfair, how motivated, how partisan, how one-sided
this whole approach of the B]JP ruling government is during election time to
mislead the people and to misuse agencies. It has never happened in 75 years
of Indian history. The Chhattisgarh story starts with so-called liquor scam.
When is the so-called liquor scam activated? The ED jumps in just before the
November, 2023 elections in Chhattisgarh. Question arises - why? The
allegation relates to an alleged scam of 2019. This 2019 scam gets so hot and
activated a few weeks and a few months before the elections. Obviously, the
motivation is ulterior. It is political. In this, the Supreme Court said
something astonishing yesterday. It said - there is no predicate offence, what
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are you doing on money laundering? As you know, money laundering is a
consequential offence. So, if there is no body, how does a tail wag without a
body? But did not the ED know this much? It's a department which handles
this Act, can’t they read English?

The entire case which was decided yesterday involved Income Tax
allegations or notices. Even a first-year student of law can pick up the Act
and read, Income Tax is not a Scheduled offence. Income Tax Act is not in
the list of PMLA schedule, then why did you start this? And you started it
based entirely on hundreds of raids, searches, etc and hours-and-hours of
statements recorded of the very same people who are petitioners... they
spent days and nights... father and son in custody. Statement recorded for
what? You know there is nothing except in Income Tax search or something
which you have got material from. You are trying to stretch it to make it into
an ED offence. You are trying to create an impression in the public by

throwing figures like 2,161 crores &I HIETT &l The question arises is - Sir,

if it is a 2,161 crore ©ICTAT, why is the Supreme Court quashing and why
were you unable to show to the Supreme Court yesterday a money trail of
Rs. 2,161 crores? Leave aside Rs 2,161 crores... 3 #aT ¢of df 6@BT| And

the other question is that you have done this out of a distorted view of
politics, a distorted view of cheap politics, a distorted view of a level-playing
field... a view in which your objective is to Shoot-and-scoot, paint them
black, and we will see the consequences later on. So, the kind of figures
thrown are nothing, but imaginary.

May I end with a few, very short and quick questions. First question is that
if this was such a big ghotala, a scam, why were you not able to give any
money laundering evidence to the Supreme Court, question number one.
You have to cross the threshold of one crore for the Act to apply. Second if
your allegation as it is well-known is that hundreds of factories and liquor
producers were involved in the scam in collusion with the government, then
have you arrested a single liquor factory manufacturer, owner, promoter?
Third question: the most regulated department in the government is called
the liquor, Excise, Abkari department in any state. As I said you cannot
sneeze without it entering in a register. Every truck which moves from one
building to the other has to be entered. Everything has to be sealed in
hologram and etc. Forget the details, have you arrested a single government
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official? Is it possible that the so-called scam occurred without a single
government official being involved or in knowledge?

Question number four: was your hot period only for those four months till
the elections were there? You are now in government already for four
months. Did you arrest any factory owner, manufacturer, government
official even after coming into government? Before and after, objective is
only to target you, because you are a political opponent. You are in the
Opposition. Therefore, friends, it is time that the whole country... and I must
add one more thing- now, that you are in power for four months, you started
a new technique; you are using or rather misusing the EOW (Economic
Offences Wing) under your state administration to revive or at least trying
to revive the same allegations, largely the same, which were the subject
matter of the Income Tax inquiry which has failed yesterday in the Supreme
Court.

So, this is absolutely malafide. It is absolutely against all norms of the level-
playing field. Level-playing field, is part of free and fair elections. Free and
fair elections is part on the heart of democracy. Level-playing field free and
fair elections and democracy have been held repeatedly as part of the basic
structure. Basic structure is a very remarkable document; as we says even a
Constitutional amendment, which violates basic structure, would itself be
Unconstitutional.

So, you are actually hitting at the root of Indian democracy. Why? For your
cheap, temporary political gains. You have no stake in the system in terms
of maintaining institutions, conventions, rules, practices, precedence. You
are only living for the moment and that moment is a short-lived cheap
political moment.

Thank you!

On a question that the ED has registered a case based on the Chhattisgarh
police FIR that was registered on January 17th, Dr. Abhishek Manu
Singhvi said- Exactly what I said- this is nothing, but neither new wine nor
new bottle. Having tasted defeat in not finding anything in the Income Tax...
for after all that was a Central agency for four- six months, now that you are
in power, you want to keep the pot boiling. You are really now trying to
revive, cook the same old thing in the same old bottle. Create a Khichdi and

keep it simmering to give an impression. Till now, I have heard of no arrest
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as far as government officials or manufacturers are concerned. But the real
issue is- have you demonstrated that if the EOW (Economic Offences Wing)
you have activated now, why were the very same facts not available to the
ED? I don't understand. It can’t be that the ED’s power is lesser than the
EOW’s. So, it is clearly a motivated, politically slanted approach.

$3 & GIUANT H AF T TH HeF IeT & 3R # 31, s wep Rweh
a Fer @ ST, 377 TG FE W &, 3P FW g Hs aR qloll g, I &
3T g ofgn, dIC & aeY .. Ae Ueh| Fe} &l- 3§ W YAfaaR el foh
% FS YGYUTH... HUS T A1H forar 45, W 3R 8 & 19, 45,50 sca1fe|
g7 W YA e 1 A 9fger 8, dfea € 3suaan sarmerd A A
feeT & forw gofr off a1$ o, & @e 9w gam am 3@ foof @ et gam 3@,
gﬂﬁéﬁﬁg‘éaﬁmmﬁaﬁmg-mmwmﬁﬁwaﬂﬁ%%
STeg @ Sfeg 3HHT FAdTs g, 30 W YAaR g 3R Ao 3w

Je - A S 3T FATFARIOT Fg @ &, ITASSUA 6 53, T HRA Hr
AT, R & 0TS & T Fgd ST &1 T 37T &Y 919 76T &, T gA
HiTsT T a1 §1 37T 31T 56 THR & GO HT, @ 310 AR 3
Sda o e & oo &, UIfhedied @ e divcie, Hleie & AHT AuTd,
3" YSR H I0TAT dgd & 41 39, F T g @Awa, & 3mar, # aex
ﬁwﬁmmTﬁﬁaﬁwaﬁwqﬁﬁﬁﬂwa;%@agﬁgﬂ%,
Y FHS & 8T & doldr &h| S g drel & ol g@dr gl

TH 3T Mo W ot & 25 Fat & ueefas gat s amwEta e
¢ dlHadT g1 q'a F fawr st e A fed a a1 &F A sg w
FAT Fg, A U TacT A ¢, 15 I1Et hEl &1 ot Tl & 3R F57 § FA
Y JAreG UIET §, 3oTch UTg TTE g1 Sodoh gy it § 31 =07 e oy
3R AT & Srasr 8 arue @19 8, TEWTa, SEHT &, ar T el 3%
urE g, Al el S| olfehed 3PR 39 A% et & v fafsie o gar-
AT R 23 T Ty Seele ded 8, # FARAn g A A 92 e
ST &1 AT BT TLT W W &1 TSN PR 3k Aeyr s e el
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g 3R 31T Py goEs € F O vk scger € & R F7 39ET W
@ g oz BRI & o Iy A e @ € B 3 ReufoRi ema
FuUR & fow &1 o @ 8, S ¥Ra @ 98 X §, S 9Ra ¥ 3Te 9H
WA ¢ 3% AT 3T g AT G S, EHER A/ AT W, Srhr Jere,
AT AT, AT 39 JTUHR & §, 31T ST Fil HL|

TF 3T WA W & FREs AlFa A & U7 Agafa & w1 F §67d
R FY GHRT AT §, SHHT 3T HIE SHTE FHM, FGT SAITE # SqTH
§m,ﬂﬂaﬁﬁmmﬁ.mn§ﬁuﬁ#mﬁ:aﬁméﬁfaqmm
HA & feoquly 3 & IS 3TETFAT AT FHAFAT T ar Ra-ufafed &qr,
&Y 9o Fr &) Fgelr & HTRRAT F A @ A & 7 di ddF ar Seei
farafaezreg $r diuas! foidsr AfgT X feu 81 S8 div=sT g2 aX dohd
¢ 3T 5 Y et # A9 F RAeafiegew A Mvad Faw a7 K =@
Tl g8 TAR F1 HH TREAT 0| OF IR G 30T & Fehell § A
T Fatlesht ¥ e ATOIYY, AGRISE § o Fe1 AR | gawr faafaezrera
& S TAfhe a1 deast fi B3 g a T § B 3eR 3w R w1 g9
gU safdd a1 FER F AL g TR, A 7T F gerswl §9Y AR was
&I ARSI A FEISU| IHHI AT G AlSel 3@ @ 81 379 TH a Hbol
gl 1T, 38+ d1¢ ToIdl @AM, Hlefel I Ffshar Tefchl W& &1 84 6 Jleid
g’ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁm?mﬁ,ﬂﬂ?ﬂﬁEI'I?-I?I'%:processisthepunishment.?ﬁEF€IT
ST &, Tk &Rl & f&am 39 379=T Wel|

el GaRT IRV WU H AH dgaa 9 sy g St F Rogoft
AR B UF 37T N & I A 31 s we] R a a1 5 7 fodh
& AT fohdet Fg & T o [ohel War & foF gAR U & 319 15 1A
geod &9, dr 39Q FAT A I SMwm? A ar e oY o TRy o A
EEET TEr FaTl ¥ Ty @y o O Fis Adad F&T @, St F
Aded 18T IWdT, FAT T AdAST Agr 3@dT| 3R g i gor 3R AR
] ¥ AT gAR U F ATHSIUT FEHRT H I8 SATTIM, T F7 388 ar fgear
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ST T TIeT I T FATTIM? SHH al s HiAT a9 3R i 7& aer,
SHA dF P TSIl gl =Tal aifeT AR AT &A1 FASIT & 6 Ty
&g S & Ugel 2014 F Uget gAx AA=0r far frdY Sor #r % g &l
%maﬁ,mﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁﬁ,mﬁmﬁﬁ,
el e w88, frelt & a3 foRam & & vk Rfea e i @
foh gA TSedrg G@raT| AT F¥eh, Ush dFded ¢ad| Sl oI 9o g, ar &
AHIOT W dFded oAl g1 § oAl & SRIA| ST 31 Tea gl =ifgv,
AAATT T A S &I Ugel 3THT 3aX T gl fob DA P 3T
3 IF I9F FAT Aer WesT AN R Agr W3T, al Ygell a1 diel dgr
T ggdT A, STel 3N g g &2 A AHSIOT FIRE Al gFdeIeTe gl

On another question about the misuse and weaponization of the probe
agencies targeting the Opposition, Dr. Abhishek Manu Singhvi said- So,
you are accusing a teetotaller of handling two liquor scams. Let me tell you-
You are wrong. Every day we are fighting these cases, every day in the court,
every case. I am not taking names, but call it the Delhi Case or the
Chhattisgarh case... these are matters going on in court actively. However,
your understanding has to be changed because courts cannot take up mega
matters. Court can take up the matter of an individual. It can take up a matter
of UNI, PTI etc. It cannot be that you take up a matter generic of this whole
room. There is no such concept in law. So, you cannot... Yes! I had personally
moved the court some years ago and that it was not dismissed, it was
allowed to be withdrawn... that we will see on a later day. I think there is
merit in that larger principle, but that is not current.

Because currently it depends on ‘A’ vs ‘B, you must have somebody who
has a cause of... I don’t want to sound as technical as lawyer. You must have
somebody who is hurt by a cause of action that was in the Ego. By the way,
the question you are asking... in my original petition, issues raised were very
interesting. One- that do you create a non-level-playing field and by that do
you affect free and fair election; and by that do you affect democracy... these
should be decided on the basis structure doctrine for which PIL can be
entertained, but the court at that time did not entertain it saying that we
are... and allowed it to be withdrawn at this stage because of this reason then
it said you come with a specific case which deals with it.
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On another question regarding the case against the arrest of Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal High Court has mentioned it clearly that even
the political parties can be brought under the ambit of Section 70 of
PMLA, Dr. Abhishek Manu Singhvi said- See! | am personally the advocate
to argument these cases. So, I don’t like to make some argument myself.
Number two- the Supreme Court was created precisely, because the High
Court is not the last court. So, you haven’t heard the last word about it.
Number three- my personal view is... this is my personal view, don’t think
I am arguing against the High Court because ultimately the High Court is
the boss.

As far as that case is concerned Supreme Court will not decide, nor am I
commenting on a subjudice matter... I am only repeating the ground raise
before the High Court and you can judge for yourself. The ground, if you are
asking only about Section 70, was simply this- Section 70 does not mention
political parties anywhere. Political parties are separately dealt under
Representation of People Act. Now, in criminal law you cannot have
vicarious liability. Vicarious liability means that if a company has done some
crime, the managing director of that company cannot be guilty just because
the company is guilty unless it is shown separately that the managing
director was involved.

So, the second argument is that first Section 70 doesn’t mention, doesn’t
apply... Section 70 will not apply because a separate Act governs political
parties and this act is chosen not to apply that Act here, and thirdly-
assuming it applies, you have to still show separately how the CM has done

something individually. You can’t simply say 319 o faT, AAP o, @ dfelT
HicARRFN- 3 S WuA g, ar o A g1 ar F 7 wge €, T AT
gier| 38 o 3Tg e & WO 3R §, 3197 3Todd s
gl 3T Y gAeT AT fRar §, R ATHT, 3T A g 3l FIC 693§,
FUgll ¥¢ g

Sd/-

Secretary
Communication Deptt.
AICC

11



